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From the Rabbi's Desk
If we are exiled from our Land, how can we 
bear to sing a holy song?

These are words from Psalm 137, a psalm 
best known for its opening line: “By the rivers 
of Babylon, there we sat and we wept in our 
remembering Zion.” We will sing these words 
on Tisha B’Av, after chanting Eicha, the Book of 
Lamentations. 

Tisha B’Av, the ninth (teisha) day of the month 
of Av, is the day of Jewish communal mourning 
for the destruction of Jerusalem’s First Temple 
in 586 BCE and the destruction of the Second 
Temple in 70 CE, along with numerous other 
disasters which befell the Jewish People. 

Reciting or singing Psalm 137 on Tisha B’Av 
calls to mind a generation who experienced 
the utter destruction of Jerusalem and its First 
Temple and were deported from Judah into 
Babylonia by King Nebuchadnezzar II.

This psalm expresses that generation’s pain 
at being forcibly removed from their home-
land. They pledge to always remember Zion 
(Jerusalem). And they struggle with the ques-
tion of how to maintain their spiritual connec-
tion and religious practice outside of the Land.

That exile was to last less than 50 years. In 
539 BCE, the Persian king Cyrus invited the 
exiled Judeans to return to Judah. He encour-

aged and assisted them in rebuilding the 
Temple. Life under the Persian Empire and 
then under Alexander was good. Though the 
earlier Seleucids were tolerant, Antiochus IV 
harshly persecuted the Jews, sparking the 
Maccabean Revolt which led to a brief period 
of Hasmonean sovereignty. The Roman Empire 
initially afforded the Judeans some autonomy. 
Over time the local Jewish rulers they appoint-
ed became corrupt and no longer represented 
the interests of the Jewish people. 

Tensions led to war, which led to the Roman 
destruction of Jerusalem and of the Second 
Temple. The Jews were exiled from Judea, 
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July/August
July 5 Short Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
July 12 Traditional Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
July 17 CAA Book Club 6:30 PM
July 18 Community Kitchen 4:45 PM
July 19 Shabbat Service/Margo Cohen 7:00 PM
July 20 Shabbat Morning Service 9:30 AM 
 Margo Cohen’s Bat Mitzvah
July 26 Kavanah Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Aug. 2 Shir Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Aug. 7 Yahrzeit Minyan –  9:00 AM 
 Ellen Loewenthal  
 Breakfast to follow
Aug. 9 Short Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Aug. 10 Tisha B’Av Service 8:00 PM
Aug. 14 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
Aug. 15 Community Kitchen 4:45 PM
Aug. 16 Traditional Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Aug. 17 Cathedral of the Pines –  9:00 AM 
 Shabbat Service 
 Picnic Lunch and Hiking to follow
Aug. 17 CAA Movie Night – 7:00 PM 
 “The Physician”
Aug. 18 Annual Kosher-Q 11:30 AM
Aug. 23 Shir Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Aug. 25 Highway Clean-up 9:00 AM
Aug. 29 Community Kitchen 4:45 PM
Aug. 30  Kavanah Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
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many settling in the northern 
lands. 

Although the Jews were not 
sovereign for the vast major-
ity of the post-Biblical period, 
Jewish religious observance 
generally continued under 
the various empires. But the 
destruction of the Second 
Temple made any hope of re-
establishing Jerusalem as a Jewish religious 
center impossible. Though there wasn’t a 
complete physical exile from Judea, as in the 
Babylonian exile, there was a total rupture of 
spiritual connection and religious practice. The 
generation which experienced the destruction 
of the Second Temple would find Psalm 137, 
the pained words of the Babylonian exiles, 
completely resonant – voicing their grief and 
profound disorientation: “How do we carry on 
being Jewish now?”  

Over the next 19 centuries, the Jewish People 
proved to be resilient and generative. The 
Jewish religion continued, with synagogue 
prayer replacing Temple sacrifice. Scattered 
through the prayerbook were expressions of 
hope that one day Jerusalem would be restored 
as the center of Jewish religious life. 

In the meantime, teachers and their students 
preserved Jewish learning through prodi-
gious memorization of Jewish text. The Book 
of Zechariah foretold a time when G-d would 
return to the Holy Mountain in Jerusalem, old 
men and women sitting there would see the 
broad places filled with children at play, and 
the days which had been days of fasting would 
then become joyous festival days.

With the establishment of the State of Israel 
in 1948, Jerusalem once again became the cen-
ter of Jewish spiritual life. Accordingly, some 
religious scholars question whether it makes 
sense to continue to mourn on Tisha B’Av, now 
that our connection to the Holy City has been 
restored.

In other words, what does Psalm 137 now 
mean to us? What does it mean to sing about 
our exile from Zion, now that Israel has been 
established as a sovereign Jewish state?

And what does it mean that we sing these 

words as Jewish people who have freely cho-
sen to live in the Diaspora?

There surely is something we continue to 
long for. The pathos of dislocation expressed 
in Psalm 137 is resonant for us. The haunt-
ing words of Eicha (Lamentation) chanted in a 
plaintive tune continue to touch our souls. The 
atmosphere of the dimmed candle-lit sanctu-
ary is potent. Those who are comfortable take 
the traditional opportunity to sit on the floor, 
lowly.

It may be difficult to know what this intangible 
yearning is. We allow it to exist, and we create 
a communal ritual container for it. The mood 
of our commemoration is wistful and thought-
ful. It creates a sense of both connection and 
release.

I hope you can join us for the CAA commemo-
ration of Tisha B’Av on Saturday night, August 
10th beginning at 8:00 pm.

Rabbi Loewenthal

A Letter from the President
I am writing to let you know of some changes 
happening in Adult Education at CAA.  Dale 
Rosenberg has stepped down from her position 
as our Education Director.  Her last day was 
June 30. 

Dale came to us with a breadth and depth of 
knowledge and experience.  I have often heard 
her speak of her life-long passion for Jewish 
learning. There was a semester where Dale’s 
students ranged in age from 8 to 82. While 
being a teacher and volunteer at her synagogue 
in Brooklyn, Dale had the pleasure of formal 
and informal Jewish study under talented 
teachers.

Moving to Keene full time in 2014, Dale began 
actively volunteering at CAA, while work-
ing part-time in synagogues in the Boston 
Area, teaching undergraduate students in the 
Cohen Center and in the Cheshire Academy 
for Lifelong Learning (CALL) program, both 
at Keene State College. Dale recently com-
pleted a dual Master’s degree in Jewish Studies 
and Jewish Education at Hebrew College in 
Newton, MA. 

Since 2016, Dale has served as the half-time 
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Education Director of CAA.  In that role, Dale 
initiated or contributed to an amazing amount 
of programming:

• Dale was a key player in the development and 
delivery of the very successful Jewish Heroes 
curriculum that our Religious School has used 
for the past several years.  

• Dale was the project manager for the develop-
ment and implementation of the new CAA 
website and wrote most of the content for it.  
More recently, she worked with board mem-
bers to update the site.

• Dale initiated and hosted a monthly movie 
club and bi-monthly book club on Jewish top-
ics.  

• Dale wrote a weekly summary of the Parasha 
and Haftarah for inclusion on the website, 
including brief commentary.  It is among the 
most visited pages on the CAA website.

• With Rabbi Loewenthal, Dale co-led a popular 
and active weekly Parasha of the Week read-
ing and discussion group on Sunday after-
noons.

• Dale taught Hebrew, both as a tutor and 
in a classroom setting, to CAA members 
who either cannot read Hebrew or wish to 
improve.

• Dale developed and delivered a large variety 
of Adult Education offerings as workshops 
and to individuals.  These related to holidays, 
culture and Jewish history.  She drew on the 
resources in CAA and elsewhere to offer more 
areas of expertise, including bringing guest 
lecturers to CAA.

• Dale served as Chair of the Nathan E. Cohen 
Lecture Series Committee, choosing varied 
and exciting presentations for the larger Keene 
Community and coordinating with the pre-
senters.

• Dale met with individual 
CAA members to discuss 
areas of Jewish knowledge 
they’d like to enhance and 
to suggest and provide 
books and other reading 
materials.

• Dale taught at every CAA 
Tikkun Leyl Shavuot and 

also gave lectures, representing CAA, at 
Boston Limmud two years running.

Since Dale worked almost wholly as a volunteer 
for CAA throughout this time, she also needed 
to seek paying work.  This past school year, 
in addition to working half time at CAA, Dale 
had another half-time job, at Congregation Beth 
Israel in Worcester, MA. She has been offered 
more work for next year, and needed to give 
something up.  We share with Dale her sad-
ness of having to make this decision.  This is 
her home shul and her attachment to it is very 
strong. Dale hopes to continue to be involved as 
a volunteer at CAA to the extent that she can, 
while working a busy schedule.  

Dale has built a valuable adult education pro-
gram here at CAA. Dale was able to create such 
a rich program because she is so talented and 
she dedicated many hours to the endeavor. We 
are indebted to her for all that she has accom-
plished and wish her all the best.

So what’s next? We are restructuring how Adult 
Education will happen at CAA.   I am pleased 
to announce that Andrea Levin will chair the 
Adult Education Committee, with Harry Reisig 
as a member and Risa Keene serving as a con-
sultant to the committee. Many people have 
expressed an interest in leading or sponsoring a 
program. 

Our goal is to have Adult Education offerings 
for the fall planned by early August.  Look 
for details in the September Bulletin. Rabbi 
Loewenthal will continue Adult Study, Parasha 
of the week and produce the weekly Torah/
Haftarah blurbs. Dan Fox and Janet Furcht will 
manage the website.  

Please contact me or Andrea Levin to let us 
know how you will contribute to Adult Ed at 
CAA.

We look forward to your involvement!

L’shalom, Ronnie Brown, President 
president.ahavas.achim@gmail.com

Ronnie Brown
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ADVERTISE!
Would you like to advertise your business in our  
newsletter?  A business card would be a nice 
way to let our community know that you are 
out there and inform them about what you are 
doing.  Advertising rates are $18 (chai=life=18) 
an issue, or $90 a year (six issues).  Please call 
the synagogue (352-6747) or mail your card to 
Congregation Ahavas Achim at 84 Hastings 
Avenue. Patronize our advertisers! 

The CAA Book ClubWas Rescheduled
"All Other Nights" by Dara Horn 
Wednesday, July 17, at 6:30 pm
Rescheduled from June – we’ll have our next 
book club meeting on Wednesday, July 17.  If 
you’ve already read the book, please return it so 
others can read it.

A gripping historical novel set among American 
Jewish communities during the Civil War.  
Like other ethnic groups, American Jews were 
starkly divided, depending on where they lived.  
The novel’s protagonist, Jacob Rappaport, is 
a Jewish soldier for the Union Army who is 
sent as a spy to a Southern Jewish community, 
where he is charged with foiling a plot to assas-
sinate Lincoln in 1862. Based on real historical 
characters, Horn’s novel has many plot twists 
that will keep you on the edge of your seat. 

The CAA Library has multiple copies of this 
novel available to be borrowed.  We’ll discuss it 
over a light supper on Wednesday, July 17.

Did you miss out on previous CAA Book Club 
offerings?  There’s something for everyone: 
historical fiction, modern fiction, theology, con-
temporary issues in Judaism, biblical history.  
We have multiple copies of previous Book Club 
books and they are available for all CAA mem-
bers to borrow.

Saturday Night at the Movies:  
The CAA Movie Club
August 17 at 7:00 pm: The Physician
Rescheduled from June, - come to the movies in 
August! 
This 2013 film about medieval medicine plunges 
us into a time when medicine consisted more 
of superstition and misinformation than actual 
healing. 

Eleventh century Englishman Rob Cole (played 
by Tom Payne of The Walking Dead) wants to 
be a physician. He travels to Persia to study 
under the great polymath Ibn Sina, author of 
the Book of Healing (played by the amazing 
Ben Kingsley). Ibn Sina’s school is only open 
to Muslims and Jews, not Christians, so Rob 
changes his name and passes himself off as a 
Jew. 
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An Invitation
Shalom,
I am Margo Cohen. 
I am thirteen years 
old and I live in 
Keene. My hobbies 
are tennis, field 
hockey, and travel-
ing. 

My family and I 
joined CAA when 
I was seven years old. We immediately felt 
welcomed by everyone here. This past fall 
I started preparing for my Bat Mitzvah. It's 
been a challenge, but it's worth it, because 
I get to have a great accomplishment in the 
end. 

I've been volunteering at the Community 
Kitchen, to help families that are in need. 
I am grateful to Rabbi Loewenthal and my 
teachers for teaching me everything I need to 
know. 

We are welcoming everyone in the CAA 
community to my Bat Mitzvah on Saturday 
July 20th, at 9:30 am. There will be a lun-
cheon afterwards. We hope you can all 
attend.

Margo

This compelling film, based on the novel by the 
same name by Noah Gordon, depicts medicine 
as a war against ignorance, and Rob and his 
mentor as warriors trying to save as many lives 
as possible.

Saturday Night at the Movies is free to CAA 
members. We ask that non-members contribute 
$5 per person to defray the cost of refreshments 
and movie rental.

Volunteer at The Community Kitchen
CAA will be volunteering at The Community 
Kitchen on the following Thursdays: July 18, 
August 15 and August 29.  

Please arrive by 4:45 to wash hands, don apron, 
hat, gloves and assume positions in the serving 
line or in the kitchen, and let the meal begin! 
We usually are finished by 6:45 and out the 
door.  

All congregants are invited to come and help 
out for all or even just part of the evening.  As 
always, it helps if you notify me ahead of time 
when you know you will be volunteering at 
TCK.  We try not to be over-volunteered, or 
under-volunteered!

Thanks, Gary Shapiro, 352-0440 or email: 
gm_shapiro@yahoo.com

Rabbi Liaison Committee Update
The Rabbi Liaison Committee  (RLC) has been 
meeting for the past year. The purpose of the 
RLC is to support and enhance the Rabbi-
Congregational relationship by serving as a 
confidential channel to communicate comments, 
issues and/or complaints from congregants who 
would prefer not to contact the Rabbi directly. 

The committee meets with the Rabbi monthly 
to help with processing and thinking through 
issues or concerns that are raised either by con-
gregants or by the Rabbi. 

All congregants are encouraged to communicate 
directly with the members of the committee 
about any concerns they have that they would 
like to be brought to the Rabbi’s attention. All 
information is shared only with the Rabbi and 
the committee, and is held in strict confidence. 

RLC members are: Jennifer Cohen 355-6436 or 
jlc010862@gmail.com; Jerry Kaufman 363-4481 
or jerroldka@myfairpoint.net; Gary Shapiro 352-
0440 or gm_shapiro@yahoo.com; Ronnie Brown 
240-304-7803 or ronniembrown@gmail.com.
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WELLER & MICHAL ARCHITECTS  

RESIDENTIAL  

COMMERCIAL   

MUNICIPAL 
INSTITUTIONAL  

POB 360,  25 Church Street      
Harr isv i l le  NH 03450  

www.wapm.com                                   603-827-3840      

HIGH HOLY DAYS 5780 – PREMLIMINARY 2019 SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
SELICHOT 
           Saturday, September 21 
  At BAJC in Brattleboro at 7:30 PM 
  (based on approx. 7:31 PM Havdalah)
ROSH HA SHANAH 
         Erev Rosh ha Shanah Sunday, September 29  
  Evening Service 6:15 PM 
  (based on approx. candlelighting time 6:16 PM)
 Day One: Monday, September 30   
  Morning Service 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
  Children’s Service 10:00 AM
  Torah service 11:00 AM (approximately) 
  New Tashlich Location – Kendall Road bridge  
  (0.3 miles from CAA), 15 min. after service ends
 Day Two: Tuesday, October 1
  Morning Service Service 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
  Torah service 11:00 AM (approximately)
YOM KIPPUR 
 Kol Nidre: Tuesday, October 8 
  Evening Service 6:00 PM 
  (based on approx candlelighting time 6:00 PM)
 Yom Kippur: Wednesday, October 9 
  Morning Service 9:00 AM  
  Children’s Service 10:00 AM
  Torah Service 11:00 AM (approximately)
  Yizkor (Memorial Service) 1:15 PM
  Study and Meditation Sessions – 2:15 PM, 3:15 PM 
    Mincha Service with Haftarah Jonah 4:30 PM
  Ne’ilah begins 6:00 PM
  Havdallah estimated at 6:59 PM
  Communal break the fast vegetarian potluck follows 
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Join Us at Ahavas Achim's  
52nd Annual Kosher-Q

Sunday, August 18, 11:30 AM to 2:00 PM 
Congregation Ahavas Achim

Don’t miss this event!  On the menu is 
kosher barbequed chicken with Charlotte’s 
famous secret sauce, fresh picked local corn 
steamed in the husk, rolls, cold drinks and 
juicy watermelon.  

This celebration of community, tradition and 
delicious kosher BBQ is sure to delight all! 
Enjoy your meal under the trees with friends 
and family, or order your meals “to go” - $15 
per adult, $10 per student, $5 for children 12 
and under.  Purchase tickets from a mem-
ber of the board or at the Kosher-Q.  Take a 
chance on raffles for great prizes! Kosher-Q 
proceeds benefit synagogue projects.

Those who have volunteered in the past, 
please return to your previous post.  As 
always, to volunteer, or for more informa-
tion, contact Malcolm Katz at 352-1644.

Shabbat Service, Saturday, Aug 17th, 
at the Cathedral of the Pines
Service at 9:00-11:00 am  
Followed by Lunch and Optional Hiking
Please join us for a Shabbat morning service 
in the natural splendor of Cathedral of the 
Pines in Rindge, NH. Weather permitting, 
we’ll sing and pray with an expansive view of 
Mt. Monadnock in the background. We’ll read 
from a unique Torah scroll donated by Barbara 
Green’s family. Please plan on being part of this 
special service.

CAA will be providing a picnic lunch after 
services. We would like to offer you the oppor-
tunity to linger on the Cathedral of the Pines 
campus and more fully explore its beauty.

After lunch, some of us will explore the 
Cathedral’s trail systems. Maps of the Eastern 
Trail System (1.5 mile hike) and the Western 
Trail System (3.5 mile hike) will be available.

For lunch, please RSVP and indicate any 
dietary restrictions to Daniella: secretary. 
ahavas.achim@gmail.com

Highlights of the CAA Annual Meeting
June 12, 2019
Jewish Education: Rabbi Loewenthal reported 
that this year the religious school started a 
new Hebrew curriculum. Students split their 
time between individualized Hebrew language 
study and learning Hebrew prayers with 
Lainee Ginsberg. In addition, they spent the 
first semester studying prophets, false proph-
ets, and reluctant prophets, and the second 
semester studying Jewish-American heroes. 
Sarah Vogel helped with holiday station ses-
sions for Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and 
Sukkot. The religious school also participated 
in model seders for Tu B’ Shevat and Passover. 
There was an Israel Fair. Jewish Federation of 
New Hampshire shlicha Noam Wolf attended 
religious school four times and presented on 
the different regions of Israel. Next year’s reli-
gious school calendar will soon be created. 
The religious school has been using the heroes 
curriculum for four years. The teachers will 
tweak it and start again with the same themes. 
On Shavuot, Dale Rosenberg presented a sum-

mary of her thesis, which is entitled Growing 
Knowledge, Pride, and Behavior: Strengthening 
Jewish Identity in Areas of Low-Jewish Density. 
Dale interviewed education directors of other 
low density Jewish areas and discovered that 
we are doing what other religious schools are 
doing to strengthen a sense of Jewish identity: 
maintaining a focus on Hebrew, having teachers 
and clergy serving as models to teach home-
based behavior, and providing a curriculum 
that students relate to with a focus on values. 

Ronnie Brown presented the adult education 
report on behalf of education director Dale 
Rosenberg. The following were weekly offer-
ings: Rabbi Loewenthal’s Zohar Class and 
Wednesday Study Group, Parsha of the Week 
on Sundays, Hebrew Instruction – Aleph/
Bet and Prayerbook Hebrew, and Torah and 
Haftarah Blurbs. The movie club met monthly 
and watched X-Men, The Meyerowitz Stories, GI 
Jews, The Big Lebowski, Shtisel, Inglorious Basterds, 
Zoolander, and In Search of Israeli Cuisine. The 
book club met bi-monthly. There was a short 
story evening, and then book club participants 
read Jew vs. Jew by Samuel Freedman, The Ritual 
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Bath by Faye Kellerman, The Last of the Just by 
Andre Schwartz-Bart. The Nathan E. Cohen 
Lecture Series included the Babi Yar produc-
tion; Risa Keene on her African Experience; 
Dr. Celia Rabinowitz on the legend of the 
Lamed Vavniks;  Mak’hela, the Jewish chorus 
of Western Massachusetts; and a living his-
tory presentation about Oney Judge, who was 
George Washington’s escaped slave. Adult 
education programs connected to holidays 
included the Yom Kippur afternoon educational 
programs, Passover Parodies, and Tikun Leyl 
Shavuot. There was also a Shlicha presentation 
on Israel at 100, an Israeli food presentation, 
and a trip to Yalla VT. 

Dale is stepping down as education director to 
work at Congregation Beth Israel in Worcester. 
Her last day was June 30. She built a valuable 
adult education program here. A leaf for the 
tree of life in our lobby will be given in her 
honor and in recognition of her skill as educa-
tion director. An adult education committee will 
be taking over. Andrea Levin will be the chair-
person. Harry Reisig will be a member, and 
Risa Keene will serve as a consultant. The com-
mittee is looking for enthusiastic volunteers. It 
will plan Fall events by early August. 

Religious/ Ritual Practices Committee Report: 
Jerry Kaufman presented the RPC report. The 
committee recently clarified our policy regard-
ing the purchasing of sanctuary yahrzeit memo-
rial plaques. The policy now reads “Yahrzeit 
memorial plaques may be purchased by CAA 
members in memory of a Jewish or non-Jewish 
loved one.” 

Torah Scroll Repair Update: Two of our torahs 
are now completely repaired. The repairs 
included trimming parchment, re-sewing pan-
els, cleaning, re-lettering, and etzim repair and 

replacement with leveling discs. The third and 
final torah was recently delivered to Rabbi Hale. 
Now that we are well on our way to completing 
this project, the committee has also reviewed 
the ways in which we use our torahs at CAA. 
We affirmed our belief in torah rituals that give 
congregants opportunities to touch, hold, study 
and experience our beautiful scrolls. Rabbi Hale 
reinforced and encouraged this goal, reassur-
ing us that our torahs with newly designed 
etzim and re-sewn and cleaned parchment are, 
in fact, durable when handled correctly. For 
example, our current practice of fully unrolling 
a torah scroll to celebrate the yearly cycle on 
Simchat Torah has much precedence and value 
to congregations when reasonable direction 
and guidance is given to participants. Hagbah 
and Gellilah, the practice of lifting, displaying 
and tying of the torah scroll is another interac-
tive ritual that occurs 12-15 times per year on 
Shabbat, high holidays and bar/bat mitzvah 
services and proper practice is very important 
to the continued health of our scrolls. The rabbi 
and RPC are in the process of developing a 
training video and guidelines for interested con-
gregants.

The Rabbi Liaison Committee: Gary Shapiro 
reported that the Rabbi Liaison Committee had 
its first meeting on March 15, 2018.  The pur-
pose of the committee is to enhance and sup-
port the relationship between the congregation 
and the rabbi. It is a confidential channel for 
concerns and complaints for those who don’t 
want to communicate directly with the rabbi. 
Contact information for RLC members will be 
in CAA’s weekly emails. All communications 
are treated as confidential. 

The rabbi’s upcoming sabbatical will be mid-
November to mid-February. She will be in Tel 
Aviv studying Hebrew during the week and 
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Simchas for Junely/August
Birthdays
Gerald Eichner ....................................July 2
Martin Reisig ......................................July 3
Gary Shapiro……………………….. .July 5
Paul Bieber....................................... ...July 6
Jerry Kaufman.................................. ..July 8
Margaret Katherine Vogel………… July 21
Rhett Landers………………………..July 23
Neko Bull-Cohen............................... .July 24
Emma Bull-Cohen…………………. .July 24
Henry McDonald ...............................July 24
Madeline Caplan  ...............................July 25
Rick Cohen ..........................................July 25
Debra Rosenzweig  ............................July 25
Roye Ginsberg ....................................July 30
Elias Elliot ............................................July 31
Thomas Weller ....................................August 16

Marni Silverstein ................................August 19
Penny Lyn Post ...................................August 24
Cynthia Lytle  .....................................August 26
Jeffrey Halper .....................................August 27
Maggie Brush ......................................August 28
Elaine Ginsberg ..................................August 31
Christopher McDonald .....................August 31
Anniversaries
Roye and Elaine Ginsberg ................July 17
Alex & Andrea Levin.........................July 20
Daniel Fox & Ronnie Brown ............August 13
Bruce & Wendy Platt .........................August 16
Jay & Cheryl Kahn .............................August 19
Stephen & Patricia Weiner ................August 29
Jerry & Deborah Kaufman ................August 31

 
Cleaning and Restoration 

Services

spending shabbat in Jerusalem. All the rabbi’s 
responsibilities are covered or there are plans 
underway to do so.

Rabbi Loewenthal spoke about the process of 
setting mutual goals, which started with a work 
session facilitated by Jen Cohen. We wanted 
something that we can work on together and 
chose increasing member involvement in syna-
gogue life. How to do this will be more fully 
developed at a board meeting in August. We 
are exploring existing tasks where more people 
could be involved. We would like to learn more 
about our members’ skills and interests. The 
rabbi is interested in helping members culti-
vate ritual skills so that they can lead various 
pieces of services. We are also interested in non-
religious activities, such as an open mic, talent 
show, Jewish story slam, food sharing event, 
and an art night, that could engage more mem-
bers of the CAA community.  

Security: David Kochman reported that after 
news coverage about local white supremacist 
activity, CAA increased its emphasis on secu-
rity. We hired Hill Street Security with armed 
guards for High Holy Day services. After the 
Tree of Life Synagogue shooting in Pittsburgh, 
we had Lt. Shane Maxfield of the Keene Police 
Department review our security practices, and, 
as a result, we updated building security and 
trained CAA members in security-increasing 
practices. We want to strike a balance between 
being warm and welcoming and being smart. 
Keene Police Department has been more than 
happy to do security drive-bys. CAA’s security 
changes are similar to those of local churches.  

The Website: Janet Furcht presented the web-
site report. The new website was launched 
two years ago. Janet Furcht, Jen Cohen, Dale 
Rosenberg, and Daniella Yitzchak started meet-
ing in February and came up with a plan for 
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improving the website. Jen and 
Janet reviewed other synagogues’ 
websites and recommended 
improvements. Many issues were 
resolved by May. Usage has been 
steadily increasing in 2019 with 
every month increasing over the 
previous one. In the month follow-
ing our local community commem-
oration of the Pittsburgh shooting, 
we had twice the anticipated visits. 
Janet and Dan Fox keep an eye on 
the website. Daniella does most of 
the updates. She is also the point 
person who reviews the website for 
accuracy and report on monthly 
statistics. All directives and com-
munications about changes to the 
website should be cc’d to include 
the office manager, board president, 
and board liaison for the website. 
This will ensure that all parties will 
be up to date on requested changes 
and able to check on the accuracy 
and timeliness of changes.

Membership: Selena Katz reported 
that the Membership Committee 
has worked on ways to engage cur-
rent members and welcome new 
members. It improved the member-
ship packet and revised the letters 
included in the packet, offered 
payment method choices to the 
application, and added an associate 
member category of membership 
(for people over 50 miles away). 
We have nine associate members. 
Associate members receive emails and the bul-
letin so that they can keep in touch with what 
is going on. There was a New Member Shabbat 
in January. We gave gift baskets containing 
candles, challah, and a Jewish cookbook to 13 
prospective member families.  This year we wel-
comed seven new members. We now have 101 
members, including associate members

President's Report: Ronnie Brown stated that 
CAA is stronger as a community and more con-
nected. Risa Keene and Ronnie organized High 
Holy Day services. Risa is looking for someone 
who is detail oriented to help with this. For the 
past two years Ronnie has helped with religious 

school; however, starting in November, she 
started to play more of a security function. She 
is seeking volunteers to help with this function 
so that she can be move involved with school 
management. She spoke of feeling embraced at 
our Tree of Life Synagogue solidarity gather-
ing and supported by the CAA board during 
the meeting after the shooting. She attended 
the Reconstructing Judaism Convention in 
November, and was spiritually moved at 
the National Havurah Committee retreat in 
December. She is excited about beginning the 
work on a mutual goal setting process. "We are 
CAA; we show up." Ronnie recognized out-
going board members David Butler & Yelena 
Rodolitz. - Andrea Levin, Recording Secretary

Yahrzeits for July/August
Date Yahrzeit Jewish  Friday before 
Observed Date Yahrzeit
7/8    Shirley (Schnitzer) Kaplan 5 Tammuz    7/5
7/10   Barbara Cooper Borden  7 Tammuz   7/5
7/16    Steve Kennedy 13 Tammuz   7/12
7/17    Sarah Weiner 14 Tammuz  7/12
7/18    Ethel Miner 15 Tammuz  7/12
7/19    Maurice Roth Katz 16 Tammuz   7/19
7/20    Sheldon E. Goldberg 17 Tammuz   7/19
7/21 Betty Chorney 18 Tammuz      7/19
7/21    Isaac Hanan 18 Tammuz   7/19
7/21    Elizabeth Kaplan 18 Tammuz   7/19
7/21    Chari Komitzsky Siegal 18 Tammuz   7/19
7/23    Eva Tenofsky 20 Tammuz    7/19
7/25   Sara Rosen 22 Tammuz    7/19
7/30    Martin Bernstein 27 Tammuz  7/26
7/30    Myra Eichner 27 Tammuz   7/26
7/31    Kate Dweres 28 Tammuz   7/26
8/3    Leo Berkowitz 2 Av   8/2
8/3    Norma Jean Holhut 2 Av   8/2
8/4 Jane New 3 Av    8/2
8/6 Mervin Rosenberg 5 Av  8/2
8/7 Evelyn Gold 6 Av  8/2
8/7 Lottie (Almas) Kotleroff 6 Av       8/2
8/9 Richard Samuel Stone 8 Av  8/9
8/10 Harry Borden 9 Av  8/9
8/15 Madeline Bernice Komitzsky 14 Av  8/9
8/19 Alton Hastings 18 Av  8/16
8/21 Charles Orkin 20 Av  8/16
8/24 Samuel Bernstein 23 Av  8/23
Yahrzeits are listed according to the Hebrew date, so the English date 
will vary from year to year. Kaddish may be recited on the Shabbat 
nearest the date of remembrance. Please notify the synagogue office 
at 352-6747 if you find an error, or would like to have the name of a 
loved one included in the future.
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Cycle of Life
Mazel tov to:
Ellen Ostreicher and David 
Winn - on the birth of their new 
granddaughter, Riley Parker 
Klussman, born on May 2, 2019 to parents Arica 
& Micah
Gary Shapiro – who was elected to serve on 
the Board of Directors of Prospect-Woodward 
Hillside Village at their Annual Meeting on June 
5th.
IIan Aldrich – who recently graduated from 
ConVal High School. Ian was a Cornucopia 
Project “Farm to Fork” Fellow in sustainable 
agriculture and plans to study sustainable 
forestry and agriculture at Sterling College 
in Vermont.  He was also presented with The 
Harris Center Environmental Leadership 
Award.

Donations
General Fund
Arthur Cohen - in memory of Alice Cohen
Tina Ramsey - in honor of Dale Rosenberg's 
educational achievements 
Rick Sirvant & Roberta Gordenstein - in grati-
tude for Rabbi Loewenthal and Dru Fox's assis-
tance during Passover
Malcolm & Selena Katz - in honor of Dale 
Rosenberg and the effort she has given as a 
leader and presenter for the synagogue's Adult 
Education.

Celebrate a SimChah by PurChaSing a leaf on 
our tree of life
• Bar and Bat Mitzvahs  
• Births  
• Graduations  
• Anniversaries  
• Special Birthdays  
• Honors • Best Wishes  
   and Congratulations

Please contact Daniella at secretary.ahavas.
achim@gmail.com or call the synagogue 
office at 603-352-6747. $270 per leaf.  lodging  .  wedding receptions  .  Bat/Bar Mitzvahs 

keenecourtyard.com              thelanehotel.com       holidayinnexpress.com/keenenh

Contact Michelle Clark : (603) 354-7900 x4924

  MAZEL TOV

Robert Gewanter - in memory of Marcia 
Gewanter
Helen Colby - in memory of Richard Roscoe 
Mercier
Jerry & Deborah Kaufman - in memory of 
Morris and Yetta Popover

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
Ellen Ostreicher & David Winn in memory of 
Ellen's father, Richard Dorner 
Gerry Eichner - in gratitude for the Rabbi's help 
with the yahrzeit dinner and service for his 
father on May 17th 
David St. Lifer - in memory of his mother, 
brother and cousin

Torah Repair Fund 
Ellen Ostreicher & David Winn - in memory of 
Adam C. Winn
Ellen Ostreicher & David Winn - in memory of 
David Stone with gratitude for the gift of tefillin
David Butler & Barbara Dombrowski - in mem-
ory of their beloved father, Sidney Butler
Barbara Green – in honor of Dale Rosenberg’s 
educational achievements

Oneg Fund
Patricia & Stephen Weiner - in memory of Rabbi 
Bill Kurry

Nathan E. Cohen Memorial Lecture Fund
Jill & Marty Post
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Congregation
Ahavas Achim
THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE

84 Hastings Avenue
Keene, NH 03431
603-352-6747
E-mail: rabbi.ahavas.achim@gmail.com 
www.keenesynagogue.org

   mike.kapiloff@kapiloff.com

  David R. Levene, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 
   Pamela Stetzer, D.O., F.A.C.O.O.G. 

Heather L. Arel, M.S.N., A.R.N.P. 

454 Old Street Rd., Suite 302 
Peterborough, NH  03458 

 
 

650 Court St., Suite 5 
Keene, NH  03431 

For appointments, call: 
(603) 924-9444 

 
 

Visit our Facebook page and our web site: 
www.MonadnockOBGYN.com 

For all of your Obstetrical and Gynecological needs. 


